Priesthood is always a call and a gift from God

From the moment of Jesus' conception in the womb of Mary until his Resurrection, he was filled
with the Holy Spirit. In biblical language, he was anointed by the Holy Spirit and thus
established by God the Father as our high priest. As Risen Lord, he remains our high priest.
While all the baptized share in Christ's priesthood, the ministerial priesthood shares this through
the Sacrament of Holy Orders in a special way.

"Here I am, send me." (Is 6:8)

Ordination to the priesthood is always a call and a gift from God. Christ reminded his Apostles
that they needed to ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into the harvest. Those who seek
priesthood respond generously to God's call using the words of the prophet, "Here I am, send
me" (Is 6:8). This call from God can be recognized and understood from the daily signs that
disclose his will to those in charge of discerning the vocation of the candidate.

Resources for Parents in Fostering Vocations

As a parent, you want what is best for your child, but you may not be sure of what to do if your
son or daughter mentions the possibility of the priesthood or religious life. This section is for
you! It offers answers to frequently asked questions (FAQs), perspectives from other parents of
young people discerning a vocational call, and various downloadable materials that can assist
you in fostering your child's faith as he or she discerns their call.

e ABCs of Fostering Vocations

o Frequently Asked Questions by Parents

e Tools for Building a Domestic Church

e Top Ten Things to Promote Vocations

e https://brownsvillevocations.org/
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